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to whom he had so frequently written, wrote to say that he
was astonished to have heard nothing from Gauguin and that,
he had sent him the money that was due. Gauguin made up
his mind to send his reply to this letter to Jean Dolent and
no longer to write to him direct to his address, but to ask
Dolent to speak to Morice on his behalf. To de Monfreid
he wrote in reply: "For the moment the three hundred francs
will keep my head above water, but unless I get a big enough
sum to make sure of sufficient time, I shall not go to the
Marquesas, and that is where I would have liked to have done
some work before returning* My health is not good; not that
I am ill (the climate is marvellous) but all these money worries
trouble me and I have grown older suddenly in an astonishing
way. * * /' He also told de Monfreid that he scarcely ate*
"A little bread and tea which has made me grow very thin,
lose my strength and ruin my digestion,.. . If I went looking
for fish or/ri (wild bananas) in the mountains, I would not
have time to work and would get sunstroke. What a quantity
of bothers one has on account of this damned question of
money* . . ." He concluded with a request for his thanks to
be conveyed to the sculptor, Aristide Maillol, for some service
or message, adding that Paul Serusier had written to tell him
of the activities of the "new band" of painters. To Octave
Mirbeau he sent his remembrances. "He might be useful to
me on my return."
At the end of November he had been told by the Governor
that he could be repatriated when he wished, for he had
apparently decided that he could not continue to hope for
sufficient money from France to enable him to stay on in-
definitely in Tahiti or to visit theMarquesas and had, after all,
put in his application. He decided to leave in January. He put
himself hard to work and "laid four fine canvases/' But in
December, at a further interview with the Governor, he learned
that the Colony could not afford to pay for his passage and
that the expense would have to be charged to the Ministry
in Paris and that a reply could not be received before the